:
2 copper(II) peroxide complex [{Cu II {HB [3, 2 pz] 3 }} 2 (-O 2 )] (Baldwin et al., 1992; , the mononuclear copper(II) alkylperoxide complex [Cu II {HB[3, 2 pz] 3 }-{OOC(CH 3 ) 2 Ph}] (Kitajima et al., 1993; Chen et al., 2000) , and the mononuclear copper(II) side-on superoxide complex [Cu II {HB(3-t-Bu-5-i-Prpz) 3 }(O 2 )] (Fujisawa et al., 1994; Chen et al., 2003) were structurally characterized, and the complexes [Cu (Chen et al., 2000) were physicochemically characterized using many techniques.
In addition to biochemical models, Fujisawa investigated scorpionates as ligands for catalyzed polymerization reactions of phenols by copper (Higashimura et al., 2000) and olefins by manganese (Fujisawa & Nabika, 2013) . Second-generation scorpionates are proving to be very useful in both research directions. In his research career, he has utilized hydrotris(pyrazolyl)borates, especially the HB[3,5-(i-Pr) 2 pz] 3 À and HB(3-t-Bu-5-i-Prpz) 3 À ligands, and their derivatives, as the supporting ligands. He has published many articles reporting these scorpionates and therefore he attests that his research career has been significantly supported by scorpionates. In one of the papers in this special issue, he reports his research expanding second-generation scorpionates towards new ligand systems (Fujisawa et al., 2016) .
Recently, Pettinari has also celebrated the 50th anniversary of the discovery of scorpionates in another journal (Pettinari, 2016) .
The papers in this special issue of Acta Crystallographica Section C clearly show that scorpionate chemistry remains relevant, exciting, and productive. Perhaps the best words to conclude this editorial are from Jerry Trofimenko himself, written in 1992, but still true today: 'In the final analysis, the scorpionate field is wide open, and can be extended in almost any direction, being restricted only by the creativity of the scientist.' (Trofimenko, 1999) .
